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BUSINESS 


The unseasonal strength shown 
by New Mexico business during October was 
dissipated whenthe economy came upon hard- 
er days during November. The resulting 
relapse carried business activity down to a 
level 6 per cent under the post-war trend. 

Although declines showed up across most 
of the economic landscape, a sprinkling of 
plus signs relieved the generally gray atmos- 
phere by constituting little spots of lighthere 
and there. 

The numerous facets of the picture looked 
this way: 

Mining: All segments, except that of natu- 
ral gas, showed seasonal slumps. Even so, 
everything except metals mining looked bet- 
ter than a year ago, with employment ap- 
parently stable. 

Agriculture: Farm prices were down a 
little, diminishing earlier gains. However, 
the price level was still well above that of the 
preceding November. Total receipts from 
farm marketings were reduced by a sharp 
decline in marketings of cattle; however, 
the reduction was tempered by late cotton 
marketings, which bolstered income from 
crops. December brought a slight improve- 
ment in prices. 

(Continued on Page 11) 
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Che Regional Need for Dental Hygienists 


A genuine need exists in New Mexico and Ari- 
zona for dental hygienists and for dissemination 
of information about their field. This need be- 
came evident to the author during a survey con- 
ducted for the New Mexico State Dental Society, 
results of which were published last January. 


The possibility of establishing a school of den- 
tal hygiene somewhere within the two states is a 
matter of growing interest. In 1956 the Western 
Interstate Commission for Higher Education rec- 
ommended that such a school be set up at one of 
the institutions of higher learning, but so far 
nothing definite has developed. This article, 
based on the survey already referred to and on 
data taken from Health Manpower Source Book: 
Dental Hygienists (Public Health Service Publica- 
tion No. 263, Section 8, by Walter J. Pelton, 
Chief, Division of Dental Resources, Elliott H. 
Pennell, and Helen M. Vavra), presents pertinent 
facts about the regional demand for dental hy- 
gienists and about the profession. 


|. The Demand 


Of the 346 New Mexico and Arizona dentists 
participating inlast year's survey, 80 would have 
employed full-time hygienists had they been avail- 
able, and three would have employed part-time 
hygienists. If work loads increased appreciably, 
85 others would need full-time hygienists, and 18 
would need such assistance part-time. Only 13 
dentists had full-time and 31 had part-time hygi- 
enists. (See Table I.) 


sy Vicente T. Ximenes 


TABLE I 


DENTAL HYGIENIST DEMAND SURVEY 
NEW MEXICO AND ARIZONA 
DECEMBER, 1956 


NEW MEXICO ARIZONA TOTAL 
Number of dentists! 220 332 552 
Number of dentists 
reporting: 173 173 346 
With full-time hygienist 5 8 13 
With part-time hygienist 10 21 31 
Would employ a full-time 
hygienist now 49 31 80 
Would employ a part- 
time hygienist now 2 1 3 


Would employ a hygienist 

if workload increased 41 44 85 
Would employ a part- 

time hygienist if work- 


load increased 8 10 18 
Would not employ a 

hygienist 58 58 116 
Total 173 173 346 


Reasons for not employing 
a hygienist: 


Insufficient office space 19 8 27 
Limited practice 16 5 21 
Specialist practice 15 14 29 
Prefer to do own work 15 33 48 
Salary of hygienists too 

high 5 2 7 
Patients do not accept 

them 2 0 2 
Not well enough trained 2 0 2 


lincludes practicing, retired, and Public Health Service dentists. 

2Total number of reasons for not employing a dental hygienist is greater 
than number who would not employ a hygienist because some dentists 
gave more than one reason, 
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TABLE I 


DENTAL HYGIENIST SURVEY 
TOWNS WITH MORE THAN THREE DENTISTS REPORTING 
New Mexico and Arizona 


December, 1956 


Dentists who would Dentists who would 


Number of Dentists with Dentists with employ a full-time employ a dental 
Dentists full-time part-time dental hygienist if hygienist if work- 

State Reporting! dental hygienists dental hygienists one was available load increased 
New Mexico 

Albuquerque. 86 2 8 26 13 

Artesia 4 0 0 1 1 

Carlsbad 6 0 0 5 0 

Clovis 6 0 0 1 3 

Las Cruces 7 0 1 1 2 

Los Alamos 4 3 1 0 0 

Roswell 11 0 0 2 4 

Santa Fe 13 0 0 4 8 

Silver City _0 2 

141 5 10 42 32 

Arizona 

Flagstaff + 0 2 0 1 

Mesa 5 0 0 0 2 

Phoenix 79 1 14 11 22 

Prescott 5 0 0 2 0 

Tucson 43 7 4 5 7 

Winslow 4 0 0 1 0 

Yuma _5 _3 1 

145 8 20 22 33 


lFigures do not add across to number of dentists reporting, because dentists who would not employ a hygienist or who 


would employ one part-time are not included. (See Table I) 


The December 1956 survey was developed fol- 
lowing numerous discussions and conferences 
with many dentists, members of the New Mexico 
Council on Dental Health (especially, Drs. John 
K. Phelan and David Striffler). A questionnaire 
was sent to every dentist in the two states. New 
Mexico replies totaled 80 per cent; Arizona re- 
plies, 52 per cent. (Albuquerque dentists were 
100 per cent cooperative.) At that time, Arizona 
dentists were employing more hygienists than 
were those inthis state: eight full-time and 21 
part-time compared with five full-time and 10 
part-time here. (Occasionally, one person has 
two part-time jobs, so that the actual number of 
hygienists may be even smaller.) However, there 
was a greater immediate demand in New Mexico: 
51 (both full-timie and part-time) compared with 
32 in Arizona, Forty-nine of the 80 dentists who 
indicated an immediate need for full-time dental 
hygienists were New Mexicans. 


Local Situations 


Few towns in New Mexico and Arizona have the 
excellent situation in numbers of dentists and 


dental hygienists that Los Alamos, New Mexico, 


has. Four dentists practice there, three of them 
having full-time hygienists and the other using 
one, part-time. 


Every other city with three or more dentists 
has an immediate or potential demand for such 
technicians. Even Los Alamos, this time last 
year, felt the need for two more dentists with, 
therefore, the possible additional need of two 
more hygienists, Flagstaff and Mesa, Arizona, 
reported no immediate demand, but showed po- 
tential need if work loads increase, 


The survey indicated that from the standpoint 
of numbers more full-time hygienists are wanted 
in the cities of the two-state area, but that from 
the standpoint of percentages town dentists need 
hygienists in greater proportions than do city 
dentists. In Carlsbad, New Mexico, five out of 
the six dentists reporting would employ a full- 
time hygienist if available; in Yuma, Arizona, 
the proportion was three out of five. Except in 
economically depressed or isolated towns, small- 
town dentists were shown to be generally seeking 
dental hygienists. About eight one-dentist towns 
reported such a search. The demand is, there- 
fore, general and widespread. (See Table II.) 


Also, this demand for such qualified workers 
may well be considerably greater than the survey 
actually shows. Since 63 per cent of all dentists 
in the two states returned the questionnaires and 
since their answers showed animmediate demand 
for 83 full-time hygienists, a projection of those 
figures results in an estimated immediate demand 
for 133 full-time workers. 


Small Supply 


The dearth of professionalsin the region and 
the general need both for additional hygienists 
and for a regional school are further emphasized 
by the fact that only 24 women have been licensed 
as qualified dental hygienists in New Mexico since 
the state's licensing act was passed in 1951, and 
only 14 of them were still practicing this time 
last year. (One person has two part-time jobs. ) 
This continuing, impressive demand and the al- 
most nonexistent supply of new hygienists should 
be of special interest to young students seeking 
professions and to those persons who counsel 
them either officially or unofficially. 


ll. The Profession 
History 


Dental hygiene is in its infancy, relatively 
speaking, having been recognized as a profession 
for only about 40 years. However, the original 
concept of oral hygiene, now basic to training in 
the field, dates back to 1877. Dr. Herman Prinz 
in his book Dental Chronology says that C. M. 
Wright of Cincinnati first came up with the idea 
in that year, and that in 1880 M.L. Rhein of New 
York formulated aplan fortraining dental nurses, 


But not until 1913 was there a school set up. 
A.C. Fones, a dentist in Bridgeport, Connecticut, 
established one in his office. 'He was assisted, "' 
writes Dr. Prinz, "by a number of prominent 
teachers and practitioners, whohad shown special 
interest in this new phase of publichealth dentis- 
try.'' Dr. Fones credited Dr. Wright with being 
the first person to define systematically the 
scope of the dental hygienist within the larger 
profession of dentistry. 


The first dental-hygienist licensing act was 
passed in Dr. Fones' state in 1917. By 1945, 
similar acts were in the statute books of 24 other 
states; and by 1954 all 48 states, Alaska, Hawaii, 
and Puerto Rico had licensing laws. 


The pioneer in the field in New Mexico was 
Dr. De Forest D. Lord of Santa Fe, who recom- 
mended a dental-hygienist law to the state legis- 
lature in 1927. The bill incorporating the law 
was introduced that year but failed to pass. An- 
other suchbill failed to pass in 1947, March 12, 


1951, however, a third bill was finally enacted 
into law. 


What Is a Dental Hygienist? 


Generally speaking, a dental hygienist is toa 
dentist what an office nurse is to a doctor. She 
works under the supervision of the dentist, usu- 
ally doing all cleaning and polishing of teeth. 
Also, she can apply fluoride, advise on diet and 
proper care of teeth, take X-rays, and assist the 
dentist in other clinical work. If she is employed 
in a school, an industrial plant, a hospital, ora 
clinic, she examines teeth and carries on pro- 
grams of dental-care education, using movies, 
lectures, etc. 


Available studies indicate that all practicing, 
and non-practicing, dental hygienists today are 
women, Obviously, either sex can perform the 
work; yet 17 states prohibit men from taking li- 
cense examinations. New Mexico is not one of 
the 17, but Arizona is. 


In New Mexico the State Board of Dental Ex- 
aminers is authorized by the Dental Hygienist 
Act to issue licenses. In order to take an ex- 
amination for a license an applicant must be a 


TABLE Ill 
STATE REQUIREMENTS AND REGISTRATION FEES 
FOR DENTAL HYGIENE LICENSURE EXAMINATION 
Accepts graduates 
Males accepted Requires graduation of all Council ac- 


Requires U.S. for licensure from a school of credited dental 


Application fee 


citizenship _examination dental hygiene _hygiene schools _for licensure _ 

Alabama Yes No No Yes $15 
Arizona Yes No Yes Yes 25 
Arkansas Yes Yes Yes 25 
California No Yes Yes Yes 25 
Colorado Yes : Yes Yes 20 
Connecticut a) No Yes Yes 15 
Delaware Yes . Yes Yes 10 
District of Columbia Yes Yes Yes Yes 10 
Florida Yes Yes Yes (2) 10 
Georgia Yes No (3) Yes 10 
Idaho “) Yes Yes Yes 25 
Niinois a) Yes (5) 1s 
Indiana Yes No Yes Yes 10 
Iowa Yes Yes Yes Yes 10 
Kansas Yes No Yes Yes 25 
Kentucky Yes Yes Yes Yes 20 
Louisiana Yes Yes Yes Yes 20 
Maine Yes ° Yes Yes 2 
Maryland Yes Yes Yes Yes 10 
Massachusetts q@ No Yes Yes 20 
Michigan (4) No Yes Yes 5 
Minnesota “ Yes Yes Yes 10(6) 
Mississippi Yes Yes Yes Yes 25 
Missouri Yes Yes Yes Yes 25 
Montana Yes Yes Yes Yes 10 
Nebraska Yes No Yes Yes 25 
Nevada a) Yes Yes Yes 50 
New Hampshire Yes Yes Yes Yes 25 
New Jersey Yes Yes Yes Yes 20 
New Mexico Yes Yes Yes Yes 25 
New York No Yes Yes (7) 10 
North Carolina Yes No Yes Yes 20 
North Dakota Yes No Yes Yes 20 
Oni Yes No Yes (8) 10 
Oklahoma Yes No Yes Yes 25 
Oregon No Yes Yes Yes 15 
Pennsylvania Yes Yes 20 
Rhode Island No No () Yes 10 
South Carolina No Yes Yes Yes 15 
South Dakota Yes od Yes Yes 10 
Tennessee Yes No Yes Yes 25 
Texas Yes Yes Yes Yes 25 
Utah Yes Yes Yes Yes 15 
Vermont Yes No Yes Yes 1s 
Virginia Yes Yes Yes Yes 20 
Washington aw Yes Yes Yes 10 
West Virginia Yes Yes Yes Yes 20 
Wisconsin Yes Yes Yes Yes 10 
Wyoming No No Yes Yes 25 
Alaska No Yes Yes Yes 10 
Hawau No Yes Yes Yes 15 


(1) First papers required. 
(2) Must be a graduate of a school approved by the State Board of Dental Examiners, 

Applicant should secure from the State Board of Dental Examiners a copy of the law governing the practice of 
dental hygiene. 

(4) Declaration of intention required. 
(5) Applicants must meet the requirements of the State Dental Practice Act and the Department of Registration and 

Education. 

(6) Fee is $20 for nonresidents. 
(7) Applicant must be a graduate of a school registered by the State Department of Education, 

Applicant must be a graduate of a reputable dental hygiene school as defined by the State Board of Dental Examiners. 
Applicant must be a graduate of a training school for dental hygienists requiring a course of not less than 1 
academic year and approved by the Board, or must be a graduate of a training school for nurses and have re- 
ceived 3 months clinical training in dental hygiene in a training school ‘or dental hygienists. 


Source: American Dental Association. 
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citizen at least 18 years old, a high school grad- 
uate, and a successful trainee of a dental hygiene 
school recognized by the board, that is--one re- 
quiring a minimum of two eight-month sessions 
of training. 


To pass the examination, an applicant must 
correctly answer written and oral questions on 
the elements of inorganic chemistry, physiology, 
anatomy, bacteriology, principles of nursing and 
hygiene, anesthesia, radiography, materia medi- 
ca, and dental histology. The applicant must also 
pass a practical examination in the cleaning and 
polishing of teeth. 


The New Mexico law specifies the places in 
which a hygienist may be employed: offices of 
licensed dentists; clinics in public schools, state 
institutions, and hospitals; and certain other a- 
gencies set up by boards of education. The law 
prohibits any dentist from employing more than 
one hygienist at a time. 


The first three licensees in the state were 
Patricia Glover of Albuquerque, who was trained 
at Marquette University, and Pat Israel of Dem- 
ing and Mildred Lucas of Albuquerque, both of 
whom received their technicaltraining at the Uni- 
versity of Kansas City. They were licensed in 
1951. As already stated, only 14 of the 24 hy- 
gienists so far licensed in this state are still 
practicing here. Some of the others have married 
and stopped work, or moved out of the state, or 
changed profession, 


Status of the Profession 


What is the general professional level of dental 
hygiene today? What, for example, are the at- 
titudes of dentists toward dental hygienists? 
Strong recognition of the professionis, of course, 


indicated by the large number of dentists who ex- 
pressed an immediate or a potential need of its 
practitioners. There is, of course, always the 
other side. But of the dentists responding to the 
survey only about a third indicated that, for any 
reason whatever, they would not currently employ 
a hygienist. Out of that group, a very small pro- 
portion said that they consider the profession of 
no real value. Two of the 346 said that they feel 
patients would ‘not accept the work of hygienists; 
two others indicated that they do not consider 


hygienists adequately trained. Perhaps some 
dentists oppose the use of such assistants because 
the dentists prefer to do their own work. How- 
ever, no such point was made. 


Of all the dentists reporting, 27 of those not 
employing hygienists indicated that they actually 
might need such assistants, but were deterred 
from employing them by insufficient office space. 
Other reasons given as preventing the hiring of a 
hygienist included limited practice, speciali- 
zation, and high salaries expected by hygienists. 


The Investment 


What is the cost of becoming a dental hygien- 
ist and what earnings may one expect? 


Figure 1 shows that in 1953-54 the average ex- 
pense of obtaining dental-hygiene training was 
around $3,000. Figure 4 presents figures on 
average gross earnings during the same year. 
Such earnings varied from $2,944 for employ- 
ment in private health or welfare agencies to 
$4, 400 for aplace on the staff of schools of dental 
hygiene. The average was close to $3, 500. 


Data for all charts in this article came from 
the Public Health publication already referred to. 
Those data were compiled following the most 
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comprehensive survey of the field of dental hy- 
giene ever conducted but one now three years old. 
Of course, the information on student expendi- 
tures and hygienist earnings during 1954 is no 
longer strictly applicable, since both the cost of 
living and also wages and salaries have spiraled 
upward in the intervening years. A similar sur- 
vey conducted in 1957 would undoubtedly adjust 
the items in Figures 1-4 to show a higher ex- 
penditure per student, but also higher average 
earnings for hygienists. At present, Arizona 
and New Mexico students desirous of becoming 
hygienists must incur additional expense since 
they are forced to go at least as far away as the 
University of Southern California or the Univer- 
sity of Kansas City to obtain training. 


How popular is dental hygiene as a profession 
offering satisfying careers to young people? Are 
practitioners growing in numbers? 


On the basis of graduates of the schoolof dental 
hygiene at the University of Kansas City, a steadi- 
ly increasing interest in the profession is being 
shown. In 1915 that school graduated 30 hygien- 
ists; in 1930,.374; in 1956, 902. Especially since 
1945 has there been a rapid increase--a gain of 
156 per cent. Apparently, then, young people 
are going into dental hygiene more and more. 


The Over-All Picture 


The regional demand for dental hygienists and 
the meagerness of the present supply of state- 
licensed practitioners plus the fact that there is 
no school of dental hygiene conveniently located 
in the Southwest all point up the merit of the re- 
commendation to establish such a school in one of 
our institutions of higher learning. Obviously, in 
considering the entire matter of setting up a 
training school, authorities must take into ac- 
count many factors besides the demand for grad- 


SOURCE AND EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS, HYGIENE STUDENTS’ 
GSBy type of living arrangement-U.S. - 1953 and 195 
40 


60 
Parents 


Other' 


Other! 
Porents 

Savings 

Other! 


Source: U.S. Department of Health, Welfare, and Education 
Figure 3 


AVERAGE GROSS EARNINGS OF DENTAL HYGIENISTS 


Private health 
or 
welfare agency 


Industry 
Federal govt 
Local govt. 
State govt. 
Hygiene 
scho 


Other 


Source: U.S. Department of Health, Welfare, and Education 
Figure 4 


uates: such problems as the cost of construction, 
of maintenance, and of administrative and teach- 
ing personnel, and the problem of insuring a suf- 
ficiently large--and continuing --enrollment. 


Information basic to consideration of all these 
problems is found in the U.S. Public Health De- 
partment's Health Manpower Source Book: Dental 
Hygienists, which contains a wealth of material 
of interest to potential hygienists, educators, 
parents, state officials concerned about the situ- 
ation, and the public in general. The information 
includes historical data, details on the training 
and licensing of hygienists, their employment 
status, remuneration, etc. This writer strong- 
ly recommends it to all interested persons and 
urges that concentrated attention be given the 
problem facing both New Mexico and Arizona. 
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November 1957 


November Year Earlier Oct. Nov. (Average Month 
1957 November 1956 1957 1956 1947-49 = 100) 
Index of Business Activity (1947-49 = 100) 229. oP 208.5 - 45 + &8 229, oP 
*Sales of Retail Stores (1, 000's) @ 94,853 $ 86,345 - 9.8 + 9.9 192.8 
Apparel Stores 2,810 3, 065 - 6.0 - 8.38 141.9 
Automotive Dealers 27, 284 21,998 + 5.6 + 24.0 200.1 
Subsistence Stores 21, 803 21,810 - 5.9 0.0 189.1 
Furniture and Appliance Stores 3,733 3,981 - 13.2 - 6.2 146.8 
Building Materials Dealers 7,604 %, 197 - 10.0 + 5.9 156.1 
Other Retail Stores 31, 619 28, 314 - 21.6 + 11.7 216.1 
*Sales of Amusement Establishments (1, 000's) $ 1,049 $ 1,442 - 11.6 27.3 117.7 
*Sales of Service Establishments (1, 000's) 10, 964 9, 387 - 8.9 16.8 2863.6 
*Sales of Contractors (1, 000's) 23, 364 24, 997 - 25.6 - 6.5 341.9 
*Sales of Wholesalers (1, 000's) 28, 036 28, 759 - 23.3 - 2.5 138.8 
*Public Utilities' and Carriers' Sales (1, 000's) 12, 957 7,406 - 2.3 + 75.0 276.9 
*Manufacturers' and Processors' Sales (1, 000's) 18, 399 17, 788 * Gs + 3.4 245.4 
*Life Insurance Sales (1, 000's) 21,097 15, 033 + 10.9 + 40,3 601.6 
*Bank Debits, 35 banks (1, 000's) $379, 989° $358, 6997 - 62 + 5.9 239. 6 ~* 
Bank Loans and Discounts, 35 banks (1, 000's) 37,196 32, 166 - 6.2 + 7.8 08.7 
Demand Deposits, 35 banks (1, 000's) 307, 952" 298, 7287 + 
Time Deposits, 35 banks (1, 000's) 97, 088" 87,549" + 1.67 + 10,9" $1.3°°° 
Business Failure Liabilities (1, 000's) 74 76 + 16.3 - 1.7 260.3 
Postal Receipts na 541, 069 na na na 
Number of Workers in Nonagricultural Establishments 209, 900 200, 500 - 0.1 + 47 159.4 
in Manufacturing 21,700 19, 800 - 1.4 + 9.6 218.8 
in Mining 16, 500 16, 400 - 0.6 + 0.6 143.2 
in Transportation and Utilities 20, 400 20, 200 0.0 * 8 135.9 
in Trade 46, 300 44, 400 + 1.3 + 4.3 155.08 
in Finance, Insurance and Real Estate 7,800 6, 800 + I + 14.7 265.8 
in Services and Miscellaneous 25,500 24, 000 - 1.2 + 6.2 118.8 
in Government 56, 000 52, 800 - 0.5 + 6.1 196.3 
in Contract Construction 15, 700 16, 100 0.0 - 3.5 124,2 
*Building Permits, total 16 cities (1, 000's) $ 7,160 $ 5,598 +. 93.2 + 27.9 284.1 
Residential 3,957 3, 056 + 16.6 + 29.5 253.8 
Nonresidential 2,653 2, 068 + 175.2 + 28.3 391.13 
Other 550 474 + 9.6 + 15.9 194.2 
*Petroleum Production (1, 000's of bbls) 7, 644 1, 292 - 0.6 * 4.8 201.5 
Natural Gas Production (millions of cu ft) 69, 582 58, 580 + 44 + 18.8 432.6 
*Electric Power Production (1, 000's of kwh's) 219, 621 194, 245 - 0.4 + 13.1 248.9 
*Index of Total Metallics Production (1947-49 = 100) 47. 5P 96.6 - 20.1 - 50.8 47. 5P 
Mine Production - Copper (1, 000's of ibs) na 10, 842 na na na 
Mine Production - Lead (1, 000's of lbs) na 1,148 na na na 
Mine Production - Zinc (1, 000's of Ibs) na 5,414 na na na 
*Mine Production - Potash (1, 000's of tons) 1,070 1,054 = 32 + 1.6 267.3 
Index of All Farm Prices (1947-49 = 100) 95.2 83.4 - 1.0 + 4.1 95.2 
Index of Livestock Prices 97.0 79.2 - 1.0 + 22.5 97.0 
Index of Crop Prices 97.6 101.6 - 2.0 - 3.9 97.6 
Receipts from All Farm Marketings (1, 000's) $ 38,322 $ 39,160 - 11.3 - 2.1 248.6 
Livestock and Products 21,131 19, 087 - $6.1 + 10.7 228.7 
Crops 17,191 20, 073 + Wi 14.4 278.2 
Per Cent Change INDEX 
December 1957 from December 1957 
December Year Earlier Nov. Dec, (Average Month 
1957 December 1956 1957. 1956 1947-49 = 100) 
Bank Debits, 35 banks (1, 000's) $417, 765 $360, 638 + 9.9 + 15.8 263. 32 
Bank Loans and Discounts, 35 banks (1, 000's) 48,614 37, 489 + 30.7 + 23.8 272. 8% 
Demand Deposits, 35 banks (1, 000's) 313, 581 311, 380 + 1.8 + 0.7 170.1% 
Time Deposits, 35 banks (1, 000's) 96, 745 90, 332 - 0.4 + Tt 276, 2° 
Postal Receipts na 863, 000 na na na 
Building Permits, total 16 cities (1, 000's) $ 5,599 $ 2,935 - 21.8 + 90.8 22.2° 
Residential 3, 467 2,295 - 12.4 222,48 
Nonresidential 1,818 273 - 31.5 +565.7 268, 08 
Other 314 367 - 42.9 - 14.6 110, 9 
Index of All Farm Prices (1947-49 = 100) 96.2 81.7 + tf * 14,2 96.2 
Index of Livestock Prices 101.3 78.9 + 4.4 + 28.4 101.3 
Index of Crop Prices 90.5 96.4 = 9.8 6.1 90.5 


* 
_Indexes for these items are used to compute the Index of Business Activity. 


pAlthough the number of reporting units changes, the indexes for these items are comparable with indexes for preceding months. 


The figures in this series are based on the average of three month's data. 

"ANot available 

TRevised 

PPreliminary 

Sources: 

Retail Sales data: N.M. Bureau of Revenue 

Potash Production: N.M. Bureau of Revenue 

Petroleum and Natural Gas Production: N,M. Oil Conservation 
Commission 

Life Insurance Sales (New Ordinary): Life Insurance Agency 
Management Association 

Wage Employment (all categories): N.M. Employment 
Security Commission 
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Electric Power Production: Federal Power Commission 

Metallics Production: U.S. Bureau of Mines 

Farm Prices and Marketings: U.S. Agricultural Marketing 
Service 

Bank data (all series), Postal Receipts, Building Permits: 
Bureau of Business Research 

Business Failure Liabilities: Dun & Bradstreet, Inc. 


Monthly Summary (Continued from Page 1) RETAIL SALES: A Comparison 


Construction: Sales in November were much PER CENT CHANGE: November '57 from November '56 
smaller in volume than October's all-time high; — —— 

but a strong upswing in building permits occurred +58 ' 

all along the line, with employment showing only he 


the usual small November decrease, December, 
usually a poor construction month, this time 
brought a really sharp decrease (22 per cent) 
from November permits, but showed a tremen- 
dous 91 per cent increase over the permits for 
December 1956, 


McKINLEY 


Manufacturing: Sales increased nearly 6 per 
cent during November, but employment fell off, 
primarily because of seasonaldrops in lumbering. 

Consumer industries: These were the hardest 
hit by the November declines. Sales were off no- 
ticeably --retail by nearly 10 per cent, wholesale 
by a big 23 per cent, services and amusements 


+12 


+27 

by almost 9 and 12 per cent respectively, those atl -8 = 
of subsistence dealers by 6 per cent, and those — | -23 
of furniture and appliance dealers by nearly 13. +6 +2 

Banking activity: A general slackening was +9 
indicated by a 6 per cent drop both in debits and Los Alamos +45 
in loans and discounts. However, both categories 
picked up somewhat during December. mono JNewMexico +10 


Sales Activity in New Mexico Counties 
November 1957 

(add 1, 000's) staid Stores 

Furniture & Building Amusement __ Service Manufacturers 
County Apparel A ive Subsist Appliances Material Other Total Places Firms & Processors 
Bernalillo $1, 067 $ 4,221 $ 5,830 $1,358 $2, 856 $ 7,990 $23, 322 $ 241 $ 3,248 $ 1,476 
Catron 0 239 39 0 5 32 315 2 1 26 
Chaves 188 1,279 1,545 144 420 1,225 4, 801 111 652 2, 059 
Colfax 43 755 291 15 85 355 1,544 19 98 87 
Curry 112 1,631 563 168 210 806 3,490 60 434 220 
De Baca 0 182 59 3 18 87 349 (a) 15 (a) 
Dona Ana 159 1,016 1,164 146 304 888 3,677 40 1,488 1,396 
Eddy 227 1, 367 1,491 268 338 1,378 5, 069 55 600 6, 085 
Grant 28 828 505 17 101 449 1,988 21 193 75 
Guadalupe 0 372 148 1 43 106 670 (a) 14 (a) 
Harding 0 178 7 0 2 57 244 1 1 38 
Hidalgo 8 204 151 7 38 156 654 8 37 4 
Lea 214 1,903 1,394 354 464 6, 583 10, 912 90 735 2,522 
Lincoln 2 414 172 21 42 191 842 8 32 
Los Alamos 21 284 334 7 | 177 830 17 74 55 
Luna 61 365 308 48 92 284 1,158 13 106 22 
McKinley 46 1,272 786 78 102 827 3,111 42 198 1,753 
Mora 0 151 19 i) (a) 83 253 2 3 8 
Otero 87 555 816 175 193 563 2,389 26 229 125 
Quay 39 679 296 25 61 262 1, 362 23 89 6 
Rio Arriba 17 381 173 36 89 365 1,061 1 44 35 
Roosevelt 52 576 266 59 58 208 1,219 18 176 85 
Sandoval 1 166 162 0 4 153 486 0 10 0 
San Juan 63 1,898 1,188 198 800 2,825 6, 972 89 614 893 
San Miguel ll 350 306 2 58 417 1,234 16 90 16 
Santa Fe 224 2,583 1,070 184 236 1,431 5, 728 32 461 126 
Sierra 5 193 188 12 37 120 555 6 49 20 
Socorro 9 464 210 39 9 163 894 0 43 33 
Taos 11 457 260 40 1l 209 988 6 52 6 
Torrance 1 625 161 21 17 92 917 tt) 13 0 
Union 17 328 81 4 35 159 624 8 34 8 
Valencia 23 1,102 560 43 547 693 2, 968 29 121 23 
Unallocated 74 176 1,170 200 322 2,285 4,227 65 1,010 1,195 
Total $2,810 $27, 284 $21, 803 $3,733 $7, 604 $31,619 $94, 853 $1, 049 $10, 964 $18, 399 
(a) Less than $1,000 
Source: School Tax Division, N, M. Bureau of Revenue 


CHART-OF-THE-MONTH 


Production of lead in NewMexico has been 
Index 
1946= 100 
240 


extremely sensitive to price fluctuations since 1946, 
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especially to the falling prices which characterized 1957. 
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